His memorial service summed up a life well lived. Years ago he worked at Home Depot; despite not working there for years, Home Depot sent flowers. Employees and customers remembered him and the impact he had on their lives. Doctors from NIH and beyond who knew and cared for Alex came to celebrate his life. So many people from the group home, family, and friends were there sharing in the lessons he taught us.
Alex was my friend, my teacher. I think of him daily, and I always will. As I see all the challenges we face in medicine, in science, in drug discovery, and in drug development and regulation throughout our country and our world, I still come back to Alex as an exemplar of our common humanity, a constant reminder that behind the data is always a person. I hope that all of us involved in trying to improve the lives of our fellow human beings through research and health care will pause to think of Alex and all others who need us to be steadfast in our efforts. 
